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(Continued from page 318. J 
Mr. Montem Smith, and Signer Beleltti. The execution | from beginning 
was excellent, as might have been expected from the dis- j unexceptionable, 
tribution of the parts, and the band ably supported the ] 
vocalists. The day's receipts amounted to £2,485. 

The second morning performance comprised Costa's 
oratorio, Eli, with Madame Clara Novello, Madame 
Viardot, Messrs. Sims Reeves, Belletti, Montem Smith, 
and Weiss, as the vocalists. The performance was 
received most favorably, and several of the pieces were 
encored. The chorus and band gave proof of the pains 
they had taken to afford satisfaction to the public and to 
the talented composer and conductor. The second mis- 
cellaneous concert in the evening was brilliantly attended. 
The receipts of this day's performance were £1,222. 

On Thursday morning the Messiah was performed ; the 
singers already mentioned taking the principal parts. 
A miscellaneous concert followed in the evening, which 
included Costa's serenata, The. Dream, composed upon 
the occasion of the marriage of the Princess Royal. The 
receipts of this day amounted to £2,789. 

On Friday morning Mr. Leslie's oratorio, Judith, was 
given, followed by Mendelssohn's Lauda Sim, in which 
Madame Clara Novello was preeminently successful ; and 
Beethoven's Mass in C, performed by Madame Clara 
Novello, Miss Dolby, Mr. Sims Reeves, and Mr. Weiss. 
In the evening of this, the last day of the Festival, there 
was a Dress Ball, which was most full and fashionably 
attended. 

The total receipts of this Festival have amounted to 
£10,800. The admirable and efficient arrangements of the 
police caused everything to pass off without the slightest 
confusion, and no trouble was spared by the managers of 
the performances to make the Festival deserving of the 
highest patronage, and to maintain for the town of 
Birmingham the distinction which has made it famous 
throughout Europe as the home of the grandest musical 
celebrations ever witnessed. 



to end. The chorus and band was 
Mr. W. Spark presided at the organ. 
There were 1800 persons present. The first mis- 
cellaneous concert in the evening was as successful as the 
oratorio of the morning had been. In addition to the 
performers already named, were Mdlle. Piccolomini, Mrs. 
Sunderland, and Madame Alboni, Messrs. W. Cooper 
and Vialletti. Miss Arabella Goddard also played a 
concerto on the pianoforte with great skill. The second 
part of this concer* comprised a MS. pastoral called 
"The May Queen," by Professor Bennett (the first time 
of its performance), which was admirably sung by Madame 
Clara Novello, Miss Dolby, Mr. Sims Reeves, and Mr. 
Weiss. The music of this agreeable composition is simple, 
.unaffected, and excellent ; and the whole work deserves 
the highest commendation. 

The second morning performance consisted of Rossini's 
Stabat Mater, — sung with the utmost beauty and effect 
by Madame Clara Novello, Madame Alboni, Signor 
Giuglini. and Mr. Santley, — and selections from J. S. 
Bach's Grosse Passions Musik ; concluding with Beet- 
hoven's sacred cantata, The Mount of Olives. On Thursday 
evening there was a miscellaneous concert, consisting 
chiefly of Italian music from the operas, which proved 
highly successful. 

On Friday morning the first two parts of Haydn's ora- 
torio, The Seasons, were given, as well as Handel's Israel 
in Egypt. In the evening another miscellaneous concert. 

On Saturday morning the Festival terminated with The 
Messiah. 



THE LEEDS MUSICAL FESTIVAL. 
This Festival commenced on the 8th of September, 
under the most favourable auspices ; the Queen having 
on the previous day opened in person the magnifi- 
cent Town Hall, in which the Festival took place. 
The reception of Her Majesty and the Royal party 
was most enthusiastic, and countless numbers of well- 
dressed persons lined the streets, the windows, roofs, 
and every point from which a view could by any 
possibility be caught of the procession. The tri- 
umphal arches, illuminations, and transparencies, were 
got op in a very gorgeous and tasteful manner; and 
everything was done to exhibit the loyal feelings of the 
townspeople. Upon the Royal procession reaching Wood- 
house Green, Her Majesty was greeted with the perform- 
ance of the National Anthem by nearly 27.000 of the 
charity children, producing a very sublime effect. At the 
Queen's command, her carriage stopped at the Green 
until the conclusion of the anthem, and a cheer was then 
sent up from these little creatures which produced an im- 
pressive and thrilling sensation that can never be for- 
gotten. The new Hall is a magnificent edifice, and does 
great credit to the architect, Mr. Brederick, and to the 
corporation of the town, who enabled him to realize so 
vast and artistic a design. The Grand Hall is 161 feet 
long, 72 feet wide, and 75 feet high. At the north end 
is the new organ, built expressly for the Hall by Messrs. 
Gray and Davison, and erected at the expense of the 
Corporation of Leeds. 

The work selected for the inauguration of this fine 
building was the Elijah, and the manner in which it 
was executed was worthy of the work as well as of 
the conductor, Professor Sterndale Bennett. The prin- 
cipal singers were Madame Clara Novello, Madame 
Weiss, Misses Palmer, Walker, Crosland, and Freeman, 
Messrs. Sims Reeves, Weiss, Santley, Winn, Inkersall, 
and Hinchcliffe ; all of whom did their utmost to ensure 
success, and the performance was one perfect whole 
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Abingdon. — On the I'5th of September, Miss Lizzie 
Stuart gave her popular entertainment, " A peep at Scot- 
land through her Songs," and with the pleasing manner in 
which she sang her songs, and the interesting explanations 
as interludes, it was an agreeable treat to all lovers of 
" bonnie Scotland " and its ballads. This was testified by 
the repeated applause of a large audience. 

Abingdon. — On the 22nd of September the members of 
the Musical Association re-assembled for the season of 
1858-9, when Rossini's Stabat Mater was taken into prac- 
tice. This society was formed in September, 1856, by a few 
lovers of really good music, and has been progressing in 
numbers and efficiency ever since. Through the valuable 
aid to musical secieties rendered by Mr. Novello, in his 
cheap publications, the association has been enabled to 
take the works of Handel, Haydn, Mozart, Mendelssohn, 
Spohr, &c, as well as many of the best glees and part- 
songs, which have been practised with much pleasure and 
improvement by the performers. 

Chester. — The Second Annual Picnic of the Glee and 
Madrigal Union was held on Friday, 3rd ult, at Hawarden 
Castle, by the kind permission of Sir Stephen Richard 
Glynne, Bart. The glees and madrigals selected for the 
occasion (comprising amongst others, — " When winds 
breathe soft;" " See the chariot at hand;" Mendelssohn's 
Open Air Music : — " The hunting song," " O forest deep 
and gloomy," " The open air," &c), were sung with ex- 
cellent taste and precision, under the direction of 
Mr. John Owen, the musical director of the society. 
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Ckcihak Society, Albion Hall, London Wall. — A per- 
formance of Mozart's Requiem, and Mendelssohn's 42nd 
Psalm, "As the hart pants," was given by this society on 
the 28th ult., under the direction of Mr. J. G. Boardman. 
The vocalists engaged were Miss Fordham, Miss Boden, 
Mr. J. W. Morgan (of Rochester Cathedral), and Mr. 
Beardwell. The performance was very satisfactory. 

Ely. — The Amateur Musical Society of this city gave 
their first concert for the season, in the Reading-room, on 
Friday, September the 21th, consisting of vocal and instru- 
mental music. The vocalists were Mrs, Henry Barnby, 
of the London Concerts, and Master Woods and Messrs. 
Skelding, Meacham and Jackman, of the Cathedral. 
Mrs. Barnby had to repeat two of her songs, " The merry 
Zingara," and "'Twas within a mile of Edinbro'." Mr.. 
Meacham sang " My Rose," with much taste. Mr. Skel- 
ding was encored in " O give me but my Arab steed," 
with cornet accompaniment by Mr. Aspland, whose 
playing throughout was much admired. The whole per- 
formance appeared to give the utmost satisfaction to a 
highly respectable audience, which we could have wished 
a larger one. Mr. Skelding was leader of the band. 
Master G. Legge presided at the pianoforte. 

Hereford Festival. — The collections at the late 
Festival, an account of which appeared in our last publi- 
cation, amounted to £1,046. 17s. 4d., and it is hoped that 
when the accounts are made up next month the sum ob- 
tained will exceed that received in 1840— £1,061. 2s. Id. 
22 of the stewards for 1861 have accepted office, and in a 
few days the list of 25 will be published. At the meeting 
of the stewards the following resolution was passed unani- 
mously : — "That the thanks of the stewards be given to 
Mr. Townshend Smith for his indefatigable exertions in 
making the necessary arrangements for the late Musical 
Festival, and bringing it to a successful issue." A docu- 
ment has also been forwarded to the conductor, signed by 
nearly all the gentlemen of the band, who deemed that 
some recognition of his kind courtesy towards them should 
be made collectively; they thank him for his kind, con- 
siderate, and gentlemanly treatment, and hope that his 
great exertions in favor of the late Festival may be 
ultimately successful. 

Hornsea. — A very good concert was given in the 
National School-rooms, on the 18th of August, by the 
members of the Church Choir in this town. There was 
a mixture of sacred and secular music which was efficiently 
performed throughout. The accompaniments were played 
by Mr. Stather, the blind organist, who also executed with 
much taste some of the solo parts in the music. 

London Poiyhymnian Choir. — This society, esta- 
blished for the practice and performance of part-music 
by male voices, recommenced its weekly rehearsals at 
Crosby Hall, Bishopsgate, on Thursday, the 16th ult. 
A proposed enlargement of the society having been made 
known, several gentlemen presented themselves as candi- 
dates for membership ; to complete the required number, 
the ranks will remain open for a short period. The 
director, Mr. William Rea, inaugurated the season with 
an interesting address to the members. 

Monmouth. — On the 14th ult. Morning and Evening 
Concerts were given in the Borough Court, under the 
patronage of Colonel Vaughan and the officers of the 
Royal Monmouth Militia j that in the morning consisting 
of the gems from Elijah, Creation, Slabat Mater, Eli, &c. ; 
that in the evening of selections from the operas, &c, 
including the " Miserere" from Trovatore. The vocalists 
were Madame Chierici, Mrs. Paget, Mr. H. Morgan, 
Signor Chierici, and Mr. Paget. Mr. Naylor presided at 
the pianoforte. On the previous and following evenings 
the same parties sang at successful concerts at Coleford, 
Risca, and Newport. 

Nantwich. — On the 2lst of September the New Town 
Hall, at Nantwich, was inaugurated by a morning and 
evening conceit, at which the principal performers were 
Madame Clara Novello, Mrs. Weiss, Miss Eyles, Mr. 
Wilbye Cooper, and Mr. Weiss ; Mr. H. Blagrove also 



performed upon the violin. Mr. Lake was the accompa- 
nyist, and his solos upon the concertina were pleasant 
episodes on the occasion. The concerts were in every 
respect successful, and afforded an excellent musical treat. 
The Hall was crowded upon each performance by a combi- 
nation of all classes ; the streets and shops were profusely 
decorated with banners, flags, &c, and the day was kept 
as a. fete throughout the town. In connexion with the 
Town Hall may be mentioned the Mechanics' Institution, 
which is in a very thriving condition, and is effecting much 
good in the town. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — The magnificent New Music 
Hall, which completes the entire suite of the Town Hall 
buildings, erected by the Corporation in St. Nicholas 
Square, was opened on the 1st of September. It was a 
general holiday throughout the town, and the hall, a most 
noble building, was quite crowded by the inhabitants of 
the town and the gentry of the district. The Sacred Har- 
monic and Choral Society, conducted by Mr. Webbe, 
performed Mendelssohn's Elijah in the morning; and in 
the evening there was a miscellaneous concert. On 
Thursday, the Messiah was given. The new Town Hall 
forms a very striking object in the centre of the town. 
Besides the spacious Music Hall, it contains a large Corn 
Exchange, the council-chamber of the Corporation, the 
offices and board-room of the river Tyne Commissioners, 
an hotel, and a considerable number of shops and other 
places of business. 

Newport (Isle of Wight). — A New Organ has been 
erected in the Unitarian Chapel in this town. The instru- 
ment is from the manufactory of Mr. Samuel Parsons, of 
Bloomsbury, and, though small, is very effective. On the 
14th ult. it was opened by Mr. J. Lancelot Gubbins, 
assisted by the members of the various choirs of the town. 
The choruses were sung with great spirit, and the solos by 
the Misses Harding, Minns, and Wright, and Messrs. 
Hillyer and Yelf were well chosen and effectively rendered. 
The chapel was crowded to everflowing, and the audience 
appeared highly gratified. Much praise is due to the 
organist for his exertions in the training of the voices, and 
for his general devotion to the art ; his success was 
apparent in the performance, which was highly appreciated 
by all present. 

Oundle. — The members of the Oundle Choral Society 
gave a concert, on the evening of the 3rd ult., to a crowded 
audience, in the National Schjool-room. The programme 
consisted of part sacred and part secular. The accompa- 
niments were played on the pianoforte by Mr. F. King, 
the precentor. The whole performance gave the highest 
satisfaction. 

Radcliffe (Lancashire). — On the 21st ult. the choral 
class in connexion with St. Thomas's Sunday School, 
Radcliffe, gave a miscellaneous concert in their com- 
modious school-room. The programme was an attractive 
one. The attendance was large and respectable. Mr. 
James Heys, of Ramsbottom, presided at the pianoforte, 
and Mr. Joseph Booth, the teacher of the class, was 
conductor. With two or three more experienced vocalists 
to take the principal parts, the concert would have been 
a very good one. A considerable number of the pieces 
were encored. 

Stockport. — A concert was given at the Odd-Fellows' 
Hall, Stockport, on Friday evening, the 10th of September, 
in aid of the People's Park. The pieces selected for the 
occasion consisted of songs, glees, madrigals, &c, all of 
which, with very few exceptions, were well executed. Mr. 
Edmondson, on whom devolved the whole of the arrange- 
ments, was the conductor, and proved himself well 
qualified to hold the baton. The audience was both 
numerous and respectable, and evinced their gratification 
by their frequent calls for a repetition of the pieces sung. 
Mr. Henry Collur presided at the pianoforte. The per- 
formers consisted exclusively of local talent, and the style 
in which the choral parts were executed did great credit 
to the singers generally. The concert yielded j£15- 
towards the Park fund. 



